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Resumo
Na entrevista ﬁccional que se segue, as ideias de Abbé Jean-Baptiste Du Bos sobre as artes
de representação serão aplicadas a aspectos relevantes do cinema. Du Bos argumenta que,
normalmente, as obras de ﬁcção cinematográﬁca são projectadas para dar origem a “paixões
artiﬁciais”, que têm a função de fornecer alívio ao tédio, sem as consequências negativas
que muitas actividades alternativas têm. Também será considerada a questão, se os ﬁlmes
têm um signiﬁcado ﬁlosóﬁco. O resultado é uma perspectiva desconhecida, do princípio do
século XVIII, em algumas temáticas contemporâneas.

Palavras-chave : catarse, cinema apocalíptico, Du Bos, emoção, paixões artiﬁciais, paradoxo
do afecto negativo

Abstract
In the following ﬁctional interview, the Abbé Jean-Baptiste Du Bos’ ideas about the representational arts are applied to relevant aspects of the cinema. Du Bos argues that normally works
of cinematic ﬁction are designed to give rise to ‘artiﬁcial passions’ that have the function
of providing relief from boredom without the negative consequences that many alternative
pursuits would have. Du Bos’ solution to the paradox of negative affect and his position on
Aristotle’s doctrine of catharsis are also set forth in the interview. The question of whether
ﬁlms have philosophical signiﬁcance is also taken up. The upshot is a somewhat unfamiliar
early 18th-century perspective on some contemporary issues.
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I

n 2020 the Abbé Jean-Baptiste Du Bos (1670-1742) was brought back
to life by means of the new ‘Resurrection’ technology. Once he had time
to recover from the initial shock of resurrection and had accustomed
himself to his new surroundings, the Abbé proved to be an able informant
about his former life and times. He also offered some fascinating
observations on aspects of our contemporary culture. What follows is
an English translation of the transcription of a dialogue from May 2022
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